Navy Postgame Notes

Navy vs. SMU

Oct. 25, 2008 | Attendance:  31,698 (paid attendance)

Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium | Annapolis, Md.

Navy’s win today gives the Midshipmen ...

• an overall record of 5-3 in 2008

• a 6-7 record all-time against SMU and gives Navy back-to-back wins over the Mustangs (2002, 38-7)

• a 20-26-1 record all-time against current members of Conference USA

• an all-time record of 629-514-57 in what is the 128th year of football at the Academy

• a 48-23 record over the last six years after posting a 3-30 record from 2000-02

Navy Head Coach Ken Niumatalolo ...

• is 5-4 all-time in his coaching career (0-1 in last year’s Poinsettia Bowl) and 1-0 in Service Academy contests.

First-Time Starters:

Offense:  #29 Greg Shinego (SB); #70 Matt Molloy (RT) - making his first career start in what will be his first career appearance in a game

Defense:  None

Starting Streaks:

Offense:  21- Tyree Barnes (WR), 21 - Anthony Gaskins (LG), 8 - Curtis Bass (RG), 8 - Jeff Battipaglia (LT), 8 - Eric Kettani (FB), 8 - Ricky Moore (C), 8 - Curtis Sharp (WR), 8 - Shun White (SB), 3 - Jarod Bryant (QB), 1 - Matt Molloy (RT), 1 - Greg Shinego (SB)

Defense:  21 - Nate Frazier (NG), 16 - Wyatt Middleton (FS), 10 - Rashawn King (RCB), 10 - Ross Pospisil (ILB), 9 - Corey Johnson (OLB), 8 - Jeff Deliz (OLB), 8 - Matt Nechak (RE), 6 - Ketric Buffin (CB), 4 - Jabaree Tuani (LE), 1 - Emmett Merchant (R), 1 - Clint Sovie (ILB)

Notes

• Navy finished the game with 404 yards rusing on 77 carries, marking the second time this season it has rushed for over 400 yards (Towson, 558 yards).

• The 404 ground gain is the 26th-best rushing game in school history.

• Navy’s senior class now owns 32 wins, taking sole possession of fifth on Navy’s all-time wins by a class list.

• The Mids are now 17-5 in games following a loss since 2003.

• Navy is now 33-5 over the last six years when scoring 30 or more points, including 3-1 this season.

• Navy has won 28 of its last 30 games when scoring first in the game.

• The Mids are 35-4 over the last seven years when leading at the half and 44-4 when leading after three quarters.

• All three Service Academies have won a game this season without completing a pass ... Army defeated Eastern Michigan (0 for 3), Air Force beat Houston (0 for 7) and today Navy was 0 for 0 against SMU.

• Navy is the first team to play a game without a pass attempt since Ohio and Akron met Akron on Oct. 25, 1997 ... Ohio rushed 61 times en route to a 21-17 win.

• Going back to the 1948 season, today’s game marks the first time Navy has not attempted a pass in a game.

• Navy held SMU to -13 rushing yards marking the first time since 1978 that the Mids have held an opponent to negative yards rushing ... Pitt turned in -28 yards on Oct. 28, 1978.

• SMU managed just eight first downs in the game, the first time a Navy opponent was held under 10 first downs since Nov. 6, 1999, when Rutgers posted 10.

• Navy’s defense held SMU to three yards (9 pl) on the Mustangs’ opening three drives ... SMU did not gain a first down until 1:22 left in the first quarter.

• The Mids have caused 14 turnovers in their last five games.

• The Jeff Deliz interception (8:52, 2nd) marked the 11th by the Mids this season after last season’s squad recorded 10.

• Navy did not punt the ball until the 9:22 mark in the third quarter ... the Mids scored on their first four drives and turned it over on downs on their fifth (on SMU’s 11-yard line) ... their sixth drive was stopped with the end of the half.

Jarod Bryant, Sr., QB

• left the game at the 8:47 mark in the second quarter with a right shoulder injury ... able to return to the game at the beginning of the second quarter, but was again taken out of the game at 11:19.

Andre Byrd, So., SB

• his seven-yard run in the second quarter (12:20) was the first carry of his career.

Jeff Deliz, Sr., OLB

• picked off SMU quarterback Bo Levi Mitchell (8:52, 2nd) to record his second-collegiate interception ... it’s his first interception since the 2006 Army game.

• he returned the interception for 12 yards.

Ricky Dobbs, So., QB

• at the 8:47 mark in second quarter was called upon to replace an injured Jarod Bryant ... just his fourth career appearance (all four this season) and third-straight game.

• finished the game with 224 yards on 42 carries, including 18 carries for 122 yards in the first half.

• he is the first Navy quarterback to rush for 200 yards since Brian Madden carried the ball 33 yards for 201 yards against Tulane on Nov. 10, 2001 ... he is only the fifth different QB who has topped 200 yards rushing ... the five QBs have recorded 200-plus yards nine times.

• his 224 rushing yards are the 12th most by a Navy player in school history.

• it’s the fourth-most rushing yards by a Navy QB and the most since Chris McCoy ran for 268 (27 carries) against Kent State on Nov. 22, 1997.

• he is the second Navy player to rush for 200-plus yards this season ... Shun White opened the season with a school-record 348 yards against Towson.

• he is the 18th different QB in school history to break the 100-yard barrier and the second this season ... Navy QBs have topped 100 rushing yards 69 times over the years ... 26 of the 69 100-yard ground gains by quarterbacks have taken place since the beginning of 2002.

• his four rushing TDs are tied as the second most in program history along with Kaipo-Noa Kaheaku-Enhada (vs. Eastern Michigan ‘06), Eddie Meyers (vs. Syracuse ‘81) and Gerry Goodwin (vs. Virginia ‘75).

• has scored rushing touchdowns in back-to-back games.

• his 42 carries marked the first time since 1999 that a Navy player has carried the ball 40 or more times ... Brian Madden was the last with 41 carries against Army on Dec. 4, 1999.

• carried the ball five times for 18 yards on his first drive, including a two-yard touchdown run with 5:31 remaining in the first quarter.

• followed up with a five-yard score with 2:50 remaining in the first quarter.

• recorded his third touchdown of the afternoon on a one-yard run with 9:49 left in the second quarter.

• his fourth TD was a seven-yard scamper at 13:20 in the fourth quarter.

• his 38-yard jaunt at 10:10 in the second quarter goes down as the longest of his career.

• kept the ball himself for the first eight plays he was in the game (2nd and 3rd scoring drives)  ... gained 48 yards and scored two TDs.

Nate Frazier, Jr., NG

• turned in his first sack of the year when he brought down Bo Levi Mitchell in the second quarter (4:01) ... he owns 2.5 for his career.

Matt Harmon, Sr., K

• hit the upright on his second PAT attempt of the game, snapping his consecutive PATs made streak of 70 in a row.

• has now made 79 of the 80 PATs he has taken during his four seasons.

• moved past Bob Tata (176-78, 161 pts) and into fourth on Navy’s career points list by a kicker after splitting the uprights four times against the Mustangs ... he owns 163 points and trails third-place and former teammate Joey Bullen (2005-07) by eight points.

Matt Nechak, Jr., RE

• wrapped up SMU QB Bo Levi Mitchell in the fourth quarter, marking the third sack by Nechak in the last four games.

Shun White, Sr., SB

• behind his 23-yard TD run (12:42, 1st), he became just the eighth player in program history to rush for 2,000 yards ... he entered the game needing just 13 yards to achieve the feat.

• ended the game with 49 yards on seven carries.

• owns 2,036 rushing yards over his four years and trails seventh-place Adam Ballard (2005-07, 2,125 yards) on the Mids’ career rushing leader board.

Greg Zingler, Jr., QB

• entered the game with 2:20 remaining in the game, his first collegiate appearance.

• carried the ball once for six yards.

